Pinehurst PTA January Association Meeting 
Wednesday, January 15, 2025
6:01 pm	
Meeting called to order, Pledge of Allegiance 
Intro of those present
Approved minutes from last meeting
Mrs. Makowski’s Update: Thanks for successful Winterfest, canned goods drive paws vs. claws competition with Hamburg schools. Pinehurst students donated 1605 food items. 4 pizza parties for the winners: Mrs. Leavell, Mrs. Stahl, Mr. Morrissey and Mrs. Steffen. National Honor Society doing a sandwich drive, collection peanut butter, jams & jellies and sandwich baggies. 4th & 5th grade chorus concerts are tomorrow night at the Middle school. Now having an event supervisor (will be teachers – wear an event supervisor shirt) is new to the district. End of January 3rd, 4th and 5th graders are doing computer-based testing simulation in preparation for the NYS assessments. District/Board of Education goals are: increase graduation rate, increase attendance (decrease chronic absences) and increase reading goals (K-5 fluency goals, iready showing typical growth, benchmarks are done in Sept & June). What’s Frontier’s graduation rate? Hovers at 87%, Lancaster is in 90%. Looking at a flight program like Lancaster’s, which could be housed at the senior center that Frontier is acquiring. Also going to house all 7 UPK programs in one building. Question about new NYS legislation regarding hot temps in school buildings. It will go into effect Sept 2025. If temps rise above 88 degrees could have to evacuate the whole building. Looking into potentially purchase window a/c units? Is this something the PTA could help with financially? District has put a July 1 date for their plans. In the legislation the priority is put to credit bearing classes. Superintendent Swiatek had a meeting about it today and the focus will be to keep the kids in school, not have send kids home.
Teacher’s report: Nothing to report. Question about benchmark testing – Fluency rates and i-ready diagnostics are currently underway. After results come in, they decide who needs their tier 1 or tier 2 support.
When is K graduation? 6/18 at 9:30.

Council Delegate: No meetings have happened so nothing new to report.

Treasurer’s Report: $27k balance, $24,542 income to date, $4,074 expenses to date. Grants are forthcoming, wants to move $1550 to go to planetarium coming up. Box tops $200+ income came in.

Co-President’s report- Teacher grants – want to remind them to get ideas together to use before the end of the year. All grants have increased from previous, all specials, counseling, social work, etc. now included. 
Committee Reports: Planetarium – teachers have signed up for it, in the small gym. It’s been a while since it has come to Pinehurst, will be here 2/3-2/7. PARP – Reading is out of this world theme. Same week as planetarium – also need parents to come and read to their kids during library special. Reading sheets to students to color in, parent signs, bring back to PTA table to get a prize. Bingo for books 2/7 from 6-7:30pm in café. Older kids – chapter books are what we are looking for donations. Craft and snack provided. All students get a free book from PTA that week.
Me & My Gal- last year (Sons, Snakes & Sidekicks) was the 1st year with the change of event and was a huge success. Open discussion about other options but a mother son doesn’t sound like it would be highly attended. Boys & moms loved combo of snakes/reptiles and taekwondo was loved by all. 
Me & My Guy dance – is there a theme yet? Not yet TBD
Nominations Committee – Tiffany R, Devin Kelly & Kim Schoff. All current board members are re-running except Marla & Shannon. Marla is the current council delegate and Shannon is currently co-president. March 31st is deadline for anyone (must be a current PTA member) to run for a position. Will vote during May’s meeting, working on a date that doesn’t conflict with all other activities that month. Abbey Burbee nominated Julie Hill for council delegate. Contact Tiffany at PTA website if anyone wants to run or nominate someone. Didn’t have a committee last year. Must be present at May meeting to be able to vote & a current PTA member.
Winterfest - $500 budget spent $243 – iPad and line layout were great changes this year. PayPal new this year as well. Did profit $300 even though its not a fundraiser. Feedback from attendees included it flowed great, kids like buying for their family, NJHS were fantastic from the MS, great event. Next year – list all forms of payment in advance and to remind people to bring bags.

Meeting adjourned at 7:10pm
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