Geography Notes

I. Geography
Geography is the study of people, their environment (the earth) and the way the two interact.
A. Five Basic Themes that define the link between people and the earth.
1. Location
2. Place
3. Interaction between people and their environment.
4. Movement
5. Region
1. Location

a. Relative location- in the general area.

Example=hemispheres and continents 

b. Absolute location- in a specific area.

1. Latitude – measures north and south of the equator.

2. Longitude- measures east and west of the prime meridian.

2. Place 

a. Landforms and waterforms

 Landform examples=mountains, plateaus, plains and hills

Waterform examples= gulf, cape, strait

b. Climate- Average temperature and precipitation
Examples= desert, Mediterranean, altitude (vertical)
c. Human Characteristics

Examples= culture, roads, houses, buildings
3. Interaction Between people and their environment
a. People adapt to their environment
Ex: clothes people wear, houses they build
b. People change their environment

Ex: cut trees, pollute the air, build dams,

build highways and terrace farming (Inca in Andes)

4. Movement

a. Migration- the movement of people

EX: Atlantic Slave trade and immigration
b. Trade- the movement of goods
EX: imports and exports
c. Cultural Diffusion= movement of ideas
d. Interdependence- the dependence of countries on goods, resources, and knowledge from other parts of the world.

EX: America buys coffee from South America,

tea from India, oil from the Middle East, and America sells technology to most of the world.

5. Regions- areas of unifying characteristics (A country can belong to more than one)
a. Culturally EX. Middle East, Latin America

b. Physically EX. Continents/ oceans

c. Economically EX developing/developed
Remember: Developed countries are wealthy, modern, and first world
                   Developing countries are poor, backward and third world 
d. Politically EX. Democracy, Totalitarianism, Monarchy, Theocracy

