
 

CONSTRUCTED RESPONSE QUESTION SET #1 
 

 Directions: Read and annotate the documents below, then use them to answer the accompanying questions.  

 
Document 1 

 
Painting by Wilhelm Ferdinand Pauwels depicting Luther posting his 95 Theses in 1517, painted 
between 1862 and 1872. 

Image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons and is public domain. 
 
 

1. Explain the historical circumstances that led to the development of Martin Luther’s 95 
Theses? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Luther95theses.jpg


 

 
 
 
Document 2 

 
Galileo Timeline 

August, 
1609 

Through the connections of his friend Paolo Sarpi, Galileo presents an eight-powered telescope to 
the Venetian Senate. He is rewarded by a doubling of his salary and life-tenure at the University of 
Padua…. 

Fall, 
1609 

Continues his improvement of the telescope and begins to make celestial observations with the 
instrument. 

April, 
1610 

Johannes Kepler sends a letter in support of Galileo’s discoveries. The letter is published in Prague 
as Conversation with the Sidereal Messenger. It is reprinted in Florence a few months later. 

April, 
1611 

Upon the request of Cardinal Bellarmine, the Jesuit mathematicians of the Collegio Romano certify 
Galileo’s celestial discoveries, although they do not necessarily agree with Galileo’s interpretation 
of these discoveries. 

February, 
1615 

A Dominican friar Niccolo Lorini, who had earlier criticized Galileo’s view in private 
conversations, files a written complaint with the Inquisition against Galileo’s Copernican views. 
He encloses a copy of Galileo’s letter to [Galileo’s mathematician friend] Castelli. 

                                                                    Source: Al Van Helden, The Galileo Project online, Rice University (adapted) 

 
 
 

2. Based on this excerpt, explain the purpose of document 2. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 
           Document 1         Document 2 

 

 
Painting by Wilhelm Ferdinand Pauwels depicting Luther 
posting his 95 Theses in 1517, painted between 1862 and 
1872. 

 

. 

 

   Turning point- is a major event, idea or historical development that brings about significant change. It can  

be local, regional, national, or global.  
 

3a. Identify a turning point associated with the ideas or events in documents 1 and 2. 

 

 

3b. Explain the turning point associated with the ideas or events in documents 1 and 2. Be sure to use evidence 
from both documents 1 and 2 in your response. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 


