THE WORLD’S GREATEST MISTAKES

The Curse of the Pharaohs

———
>

Véath awaited the
discoverers of
Tutankhamun’s tomb

7

cath will come to those who.

disturb the sleep of the

7 Pharaohs . . ." That was the

warnislg found inscribed in the tomb

of the' Egyptian boy king Tutan-

khamun at Luxor when it was opened

in February 1923 - lor the first time in
3,000 Vears. :

“The 'man who led the expedition to
Egypt to excavate the ancient tomb
was an.Englishman, 57-year-old Lord
Carnarvon. And the Curse of the .
Pharachs was well known to him. He knew what had happened to the man
who, in the late 1gth century, had brought another Pharaol’s coffin back to
England. Arthur Weigall, one of the men in Lord Carnarvon's team, had told
him all about the owner of that coffin: *No sooner had he obtained the coffin
than he lost his arm when his gun exploded. The ship in which the coffin was
sent home was wrecked. The house in which it was kept was burnt down. The
photographer who took a picture of'it shot himself. A lady (riend o whom the
owner was very fond was lost at sea. The list of accidents and misfortunes
charged to the spirit connected with the coffin is now of enormous length.’

But before the expedition went down into: the tomb of Tutankbamun,
Weigall heard Carnarvon make light of the Gurse. Weigall warned : "1 he gocs
down in that spirit, 1 give him two months to live. L

Carnarvon’s scorn of the Curse was perhaps only bravado. For two months

earlier, he had received a letter from a well-known mystic of the day, Count
Hamon. The cryptic message rcad: ‘Lord Carnarvon not to cnter tomb. Dis-
obey at peril. I ignored will suffer sickness. Not recover. Death will claim
him in Egypt.’ . .

The English nobleman was so concerned about this warning that he twice
consulted a fortune-teller ~ who twice forecast Carnarvon's early decath in
mysterious circumstances. }

‘And within two months of breaking into Tutankhamun’s tomb, Carnarvon
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was dead. Morgover, within six years, 12 more ol those who had been present
when the funerary chamber had been breached had also died prematurely.
And over the years that lollowed, the Covse of the Pharaohs clatmed several
more victims among those who had been associated with the fatelul expedition.
One of them was the man who had twice warned Garnarvon of disaster
Weigall.

The simister saga began in April ol 1923 when one morning Carnarvon
awoke in his Cairo hotel room and said: °1 (el like hell.” By the time his son
arrived at the hotel, Carnarvon was unconscious. That night he dicd. His
death was attributed to a mosquito bite - whicly was noted to be in the same
place as a blemish on the mummificd body ol King Tutankhamun. :

Sarparvon’s son was resting in an adjoining room at the moment his father
died. He said: “The lights suddenly went out all over Cairo. We it candles
and praved.’ _ . ; : :

Shortly afterwards there was another death at the hotel. American archac-
ologist Arthur Mace, who had been once of the leading members ol the expedi-
tion, complained of tiredness, suddenly went into a coma and dicd before
doctors could even diagnose what was wrong with him. o

- Deaths followed onc upon another. A close friend of Carnarvon, George
Gould, rushed 1o Egypt as soon as he heard of the carl’s death. Gould visited
the Pharaoh’s tomb, The next day he had a high fever. He died within 12
lhours. Radiologist Archibald Reid, who X-rayed Tutankhamun’s body,
complained of exhaustion. He went home to England and dicd shortly after-
wards. Carnarvon's personal sccretary on the expedition, Richard Bethell,
was found dead in bed from apparent heart:[ailure. British industrialist Jocl
Wool was one of the first visitors to the tomb. He dicd soon afterwards from a
mysterious fever. By 1930, only two of the original tcam ol excavators who
had broken into the tomb were still alive. : v

The Curse of the Pharaohs was still taking its toll hall a century later. In
1970, the sole survivor of the Tu tankhamun expedition, 70-ycar-old Richard
Adamson, gave a television interview to-explode the myth’ of the dcath curse.

Mourners at a funeral in Moinesti, Rumania, were
astonished to see a face peering down on them from the
open coffin as it was being carricd shoulder-high across 2 -
road outside the cemetery. . :
 The ‘body’ - a woman ~ then leaped out of the coffin and
ran off down the road.

She ran straight into the path of a car, was knocked down
and kifled. ) . o )
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